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Village of North Fond du Lac Adopts 
Wisconsin’s New Social Host Law:  An Important Tool to Prevent Underage Drinking 

 
Fond du Lac County – Drug Free Communities of Fond du Lac County (DFC) congratulates the Village of North 
Fond du Lac on being the first municipality in Fond du Lac County to adopt an ordinance under a new state law 
prohibiting social hosting of underage drinking parties. Other municipalities in the County that had their own 
social hosting ordinances are expected to follow suit.  

A Wisconsin Appellate Court in 2016 struck down the social hosting ordinance being used by Fond du Lac 
County. State legislators fashioned a new law to address two issues with the ordinance. 

North Fond du Lac Police Chief Darren Pautsch and member of DFC says, “The Village Board this week repealed 
the old ordinance and adopted the new law in its place. The Appeals court, in part, felt the Fond du Lac County 
version was too punitive. Under the new law a first violation will cost $500 plus court costs.” Pautsch says “that 
first violation with court costs included will cost about $691.  Another issue which needed to be addressed in the 
law was the issue of adults who provide a location for underage drinking – but not the alcohol – couldn’t be held 
responsible in most situations.” This new law fills the gap created by that decision making any adult who provides 
a location for underage drinking anywhere in Wisconsin subject to a $500 citation. Communities may adopt this 
language into local ordinances, allowing most of these violations to be handled in municipal court.  The law is 
clear that an adult (18 or older) who provides a place for underage drinking or fails to prevent underage drinking 
on property under their control will be fined. 

Throughout Fond du Lac County social host laws are useful tools in efforts to reduce underage drinking.  Fond du 
Lac County’s underage drinking rate dropped from 28% in 2013 to 21% in 2017.  Along with alcohol age 
compliance checks and enthusiastic public education efforts, earlier social host ordinances played an important 
role in reducing youth access to alcohol.  Fond du Lac County had six Social Host Ordinances throughout the 
county. 

“This law will further reduce youth’s easy access to alcohol, reduce binge drinking, and hold teens and adults 
accountable for their behavior. It also gives law enforcement an important tool to prevent tragedy rather than react 
to it,” shared Mark Strand, Chief Deputy, Fond du Lac County Sheriff’s Office and member of DFC.  

For more information visit the Drug Free Communities website at www.drugfreefdl.com, call 920-906-6700 ext 
4704, or find us on Facebook. 


